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  LGBT people won 2 out of 3 rights-challenging ballot measures in U.S. elections on November 3rd.  But the biggest prize – marriage equality – was lost in the state of Maine.  By a vote of 53 to 47 per cent, Question 1, a so-called "people's veto", overturned the same-gender marriage law passed by the legislature and signed by the governor in May.  It had not taken effect, pending the outcome of the vote.

It was the 31st time that a marriage equality measure has lost at the ballot box in a U.S. state.  A same-gender marriage proposal has never won.

The Yes on 1 campaign repeatedly claimed that legalizing same-gender marriage would change what children were taught in Maine schools – even though state education officials insisted that there would be no such requirement.  Almost identical ads ran last year during the successful Proposition 8 campaign, produced by the same public relations firm, to repeal marriage equality in California.  NO on 1's TV ads stuck to a theme of equality for all Maine families.

Hundreds of Mainers marched in the city of Portland on November 6th, carrying signs and blocking traffic, to protest the election outcome.  Peaceful demonstrations were also held during the week in Washington, D.C., New York, Los Angeles, and other U.S. cities.

  According to a report from the National Institute for Money in State Politics, marriage equality advocates raised money for the Maine campaign from more than 10,000 donors – 12 times more than their opponents reported.  Support for Question 1 came almost entirely from churches and rightwing conservative organizations.  Its backers raised nearly 3.4 million dollars.  More than one in three Mainers identify as Roman Catholic, and – led by its Portland Diocese – the Church and its members alone kicked in more than 550,000 dollars.  Opponents raised almost 5.7 million dollars.  A No on 1 official said that some 8,000 people volunteered during the campaign.

Unlike California, where voters amended the state constitution to overturn its Supreme Court marriage equality ruling, Maine voters struck down a lawmaker-approved measure.  A new same-gender marriage bill is expected to be introduced in the Maine legislature, passed, and signed into law by the governor, starting the process all over again.  In fact, Maine's LGBT anti-discrimination law went that very route.  It was passed twice, only to be repealed by voters.  They finally upheld it after it had been passed a third time.

Same-gender marriage is currently legal in Connecticut, Iowa, Massachusetts and Vermont, and becomes legal in New Hampshire in January.  Lawmakers in New York, New Jersey and Washington, D.C. are or will soon be considering marriage equality laws.  It remains to be seen what effect, if any, the verdict of Maine’s electorate will have on those measures.

  But voters upheld a domestic partners law in the state of Washington on November 3rd by a vote of 52 to 48 per cent.

The legislature expanded the original law earlier this year to give same-gender domestic partners virtually all the remaining state rights of marriage except the name.  But opponents successfully mounted a petition drive to repeal the expanded rights, which appeared on the state ballot as Referendum 71.  During the campaign, they argued that it was a stepping-stone to same-gender marriage, which has been outlawed in Washington.  But lesbigay rights activists called marriage equality a debate for another day, saying that same-gender couples needed additional legal protections and rights in the meantime.
The law was to go into effect on July 26th, but was delayed because of the referendum campaign.  According to the Washington Secretary of State’s office, it will now take effect on December 3rd.  LGBT advocates and their supporters celebrated the victory as the first statewide voter approval of a lesbigay rights measure.

California, Oregon, New Jersey, and the District of Columbia also have laws that grant same-gender civil union or domestic partnership rights close to or equivalent to marriage, but refuse to call it “marriage”.
  And voters in Kalamazoo, Michigan, by a wide margin, upheld Ordinance 1856, a measure passed by the City Commission in June to ban discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity in housing, employment and public accommodations.  Opponents called the measure “special rights on sexual behavior and cross-dressing,” and focused their campaign on fears of “cross-dressing men” using women’s bathrooms.  The “Kalamazoo Gazette” reported that the issue drew the most votes for a city election since tracking began in 1993.  Kalamazoo becomes the 16th city in Michigan to similarly protect its LGBT citizens.

  In another statewide election of importance to gays and lesbians, Democrat Jon Corzine, a supporter of marriage equality, lost his bid for re-election as Governor of New Jersey to Republican Chris Christie, who supports a state constitutional amendment to define marriage as heterosexual only.  LGBT activists are now in a race to get the Democrat-controlled New Jersey legislature to pass a same-gender marriage bill during its lame-duck session that ends in January.  If it doesn’t pass by then, Governor-elect Christie has already vowed to veto a subsequent bill.
  Several lesbian and gay candidates won election on November 3rd.  They included Charles Pugh in Detroit, Michigan; Steve Kornell in St. Petersburg, Florida; Sandra Kurt in Akron, Ohio; and Stan Penfold in Salt Lake City, Utah.  Each became the first “out” member of their respective City Councils.  Openly-gay Mark Kleinschmidt is the new mayor of Chapel Hill, North Carolina, and openly-lesbian Annise Parker will be in a run-off election to become the next mayor of Houston, Texas. And Simone Bell will become the country’s first openly lesbian African-American state legislator if she wins her runoff election for the Georgia State House of Representatives.
  Briefly in other news from around the world, sources close to Portuguese Prime Minister José Sócrates, who is forming a new government following September elections, have said that legalizing same-gender marriage will be one of its first actions.  His Socialist Party captured 97 of Parliament's 230 seats.  According to “Portugal-Gay-dot-p-t”, with 31 additional votes from members of the Left Bloc and the Communist Party, both of which support marriage equality, the bill should pass easily.

Portugal has had a "de facto unions" law for opposite- and same-gender couples since 2001 that grants limited rights to couples who have lived together for at least 2 years.

  Lesbians in same-gender relationships who are not the biological parents of their children have been granted legal recognition by the Legislative Council in the Australian island state of Tasmania.  Both moms can now be listed on a child’s birth certificate.  The vote was unanimous, and the Council made the decision retroactive to 2003.  Up until now, lesbian couples had to use expensive adoption procedures to have the non-biological mother legally recognized as the co-parent.
Another law, passed in September, allows same-gender couples to hold official ceremonies, joined by friends and family and conducted by a marriage celebrant, for their Deed of Relationships, which is the Tasmanian form of civil unions.  That change took effect on November 1st.
  The president of Malta, George Abela, met with the executive board and staff members of the European Region of the International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association – known by the acronym ILGA-Europe - as the group opened its 13th annual conference in the island nation in early November.

During the meeting at the presidential palace, Abela said that information and education are important in tackling discrimination and fostering acceptance of differences.  He also said that love is the most important thing there is, and that it can't be "graded" based on sexual orientation.

It was the first time a head of state has met with ILGA-Europe members during one of the group's annual conferences.

  And finally, Sir Ian McKellen doesn’t much care for those ubiquitous bibles left in desk drawers in most Western hotel rooms.  While we’re just reporting, and not endorsing this, the openly gay “Lord of the Rings” star admitted during an interview with “Details” magazine that he tears out the most-often quoted anti-gay Bible passage – Leviticus 18:22, which reads "Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is an abomination" – every time he finds one in his hotel room.  "I'm not proudly defacing the book," he said, "but it's a choice between removing that page and throwing away the whole Bible."
McKellen says his actions have inspired others to do the same.  "I got delivered a package of 40 of those pages that had been torn out by a married couple I know,” he said.  “They put them on a bit of string so that I could hang it up in the bathroom."
