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  The gay couple who expected to marry in Buenos Aires this week became the victims of cold feet – but not theirs.  Judge Martha Gomez Alsina overturned the mid-November decision of Judge Gabriela Seijas, who had ruled that denying marriage to Alejandro Freyre and Jose Maria Di Bello violated Argentina’s constitution.  In this week’s ruling, Judge Alsina said the issue should be decided by the country’s Supreme Court.  The high court was already considering a marriage equality case filed by another couple, and one of the justices, Carlos Fayt, told reporters this week that they will issue a ruling in that case, although he provided no further details.                                              Buenos Aires mayor Mauricio Macri, who may be a presidential candidate in 2011, had welcomed the original decision.  But he said this week that even though he supports the couple, Judge Alsina’s ruling prevented him from legally authorizing the marriage.  Freyre and Di Bello, along with hundreds of supporters, demonstrated at the civil registry office for 3 hours demanding that the couple be married.  They vowed to continue the legal battle because, as Di Bello told the crowd, “we want everyone who loves each other to have the same rights.”                                               Both men are HIV positive, work in AIDS prevention organizations, and had purposely chosen December 1st, World AIDS Day, as the date of their wedding.

  The United Nations’ Joint Programme on HIV/AIDS – UNAIDS – released a statement on the 21st annual World AIDS Day calling for countries to stop criminalizing LGBT people.  It noted that 80 nations still outlaw gay sex, which, the statement said, not only violates human rights, but also undermines effective HIV prevention and treatment.

According to the latest estimate from UNAIDS, there are 33 million people around the world now living with HIV.  There were 2.7 million new infections in 2008, and 2 million deaths.

  In an announcement that appeared to be a bold idea in HIV prevention, Chinese officials said this week that the government would open its first gay bar, in Dali – a tourist town in the southwestern province of Yunnan – on World AIDS Day.  They said it would provide a safe haven for gay men to congregate and get HIV/AIDS prevention information.          The scheduled grand opening drew several journalists and photographers.  Volunteers decided to delay the event because, not surprisingly, virtually no one would show up under the media glare.  Zhang Jianbo, founder of the group behind the initiative, told reporters that potential customers would be "scared [that] their identity would be revealed, that it would lead to misunderstanding and changes in their lives."
  But the International AIDS Society announced this week that the 19th International AIDS Conference has been scheduled in 2012 for Washington, D.C.  It will be the first time since 1990 that the global meeting will be held in the United States – the last one was in San Francisco.  The announcement followed the recent action by the Obama administration to rescind the long-standing U.S. travel and immigration ban on people living with HIV.

  The World AIDS Day statement issued by UNAIDS also singled out Uganda for special attention.  While same-gender sex is already outlawed in the east African nation, new legislation is likely to pass there that increases the penalty for consensual adult gay sex to life in prison; calls for death by hanging for offenders who are HIV-positive; and jails people who voice support for LGBT rights, or fail to report individuals in their communities whom they believe to be gay. Both British Prime Minister Gordon Brown and Canadian P.M. Stephen Harper have publicly condemned the draconian measures.  Swedish officials threatened this week to pull the country’s millions of dollars in aid to Uganda if the laws pass.  The U.S. State Department has indirectly condemned the proposals, and Anglican Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams is said to be quietly lobbying the Ugandan government behind the scenes.                                                      There were reports this week describing strong links between a U.S. evangelical Christian political group known as The Family and the proposed legislation in Uganda.  We’ll have more about that in a special report following “NewsWrap”.

  As we record this newscast, the dust has yet to settle Down Under over the Australian Capital Territory’s passage of a measure to create legally binding same-gender civil union ceremonies.  The federal government can overturn territorial legislation, as it did twice before when the A.C.T. passed similar bills – claiming that each measure too closely mimicked marriage and contravened Australian law defining that institution as exclusively heterosexual.                    A.C.T. Attorney General Simon Corbell has reportedly been negotiating some amendments to the current legislation with representatives of Prime Minister Kevin Rudd’s Labor administration to make the measure acceptable to the federal government.  But members of the Green Party, which sponsored the civil union law in the A.C.T. legislature, have expressed a reluctance to approve what they fear will be a watered-down version of the bill.                                                    Meanwhile, thousands marched in support of marriage equality across Australia on November 28th, including large gatherings in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, the A.C.T., Adelaide and Lismore.  They were also protesting the conclusions of the long-awaited report by a Senate Committee of Inquiry that had solicited public comment about a proposed federal same-gender marriage bill.  The Committee recommended against its passage.

  Elsewhere, the Irish parliament opened debate this week on a bill to grant limited but significant rights to same-gender couples.  While it’s in many ways historic for the socially conservative, heavily Roman Catholic country, critics complain that the Civil Partnership Bill would create a second-class status for gay and lesbian relationships, and deny them important rights given to heterosexual married couples, especially in family law.

  The New York state Senate defeated a marriage equality bill this week by an unexpectedly wide margin.  The vote was 24 in favor and 38 against, with 8 Democrats joining all of the Republicans to defeat the measure.  "Promises made were not honored," said the bill's author, Senator Tom Duane.  "The LGBT community and all fair-minded New Yorkers have been betrayed,” the Manhattan Democrat added.  “I am enraged, deeply disappointed and profoundly saddened by the vote."                            The bill passed the Assembly earlier this year.  Governor David Paterson, a strong advocate for LGBT rights, had said he wanted to sign a marriage equality bill into law.           Demonstrations have been held to protest the vote.  Angry bloggers are also urging that Democrats who voted against marriage equality be targeted for defeat in the 2010 elections.
  But the Washington, D.C. City Council, as expected, overwhelmingly approved a marriage equality bill this week in the first of two votes.  Only 2 Councilmembers voted against the measure – Marion Barry and Yvette Alexander – while 11 were in favor.  A second and final vote is scheduled later this month, and Mayor Adrian Fenty has promised to sign the measure into law.                                                  Federal lawmakers have oversight on district legislation, however, and it’s uncertain if Congressional Republicans will try to overturn the law.

  Listing debts in the millions and no assets, Window Media and Unite Media, the parent companies of 5 U.S. LGBT publications, filed for Chapter 7 bankruptcy in late November.  Window owned and operated the “Washington Blade” and the Atlanta, Georgia-based “Southern Voice”, 2 of the nation’s oldest and most prestigious LGBT newspapers.  Unite owned and operated 2 gay publications in Florida and one in Atlanta.  The offices of all 5 were shuttered without prior notice to employees on November 16th.                                                        The Avalon Equity Fund, a small business investment company that was licensed by the federal Small Business Administration in 2000, owned both businesses.  It had borrowed 39 million dollars from the SBA since then, and was forced into receivership last year after it violated its contract with the agency.

Claims and counter-claims by company executives, employees, and the openly gay owner of a Virginia newspaper chain who said he’d offered to buy at least one of the newspapers, along with seemingly-conflicting statements from the SBA, have clouded a full explanation of what happened prior to the bankruptcy declaration.
Staff at the “Washington Blade” vowed to keep the paper’s 40-year-old legacy alive in a reborn publication.  They issued the first edition of their “D.C. Agenda” last week.  The “Atlanta Journal Constitution” reported last week that a foundation has offered a matching grant to help create a new publication to succeed the “Southern Voice”.

  Three queer candidates made U.S. electoral history this week.  Simone Bell won a runoff to represent an Atlanta district in the Georgia State Assembly, becoming the country’s first openly lesbian African-American state legislator. Atlanta voters also elected Alex Wan as the first gay man, and first Asian American, to serve on the City Council.  And 26-year-old Evan Low was elected by his fellow City Council members in the Northern California town of Campbell, a suburb of San Jose, to become one of the few openly gay, and one of the youngest Asian-American mayors, in the country.
  And finally, queer actor Alan Cumming and activist Ben Summerskill, who leads the U.K.’s LGBT advocacy group Stonewall, were each named an Officer of the Order of the British Empire last week by Princess Anne in ceremonies at Buckingham Palace.  The OBE is one step below knighthood, so they can’t be referred to as “sir”.  But Summerskill told reporters that “I meet a lot of queens every day, so it was a nice change to meet a princess.”
